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SUBJECT: Activity Center Plan n i n ~  

This is an informational item regarding the Wfban Planning & Design r > q ~ h e n r ' s  work 
program related to planning fox activity ccntcrs. The Commission raised the issue of activity 
centers during its March 1,2006, public hearing for the Arcadia A lamo ,4 reo Plan 
Amendment. The discussion focuscd on the growth of h e  Tucson Medical Center area as a 
regional activity center and the impacts of current planning efforts (e.p., Reg~onal 
Transportation Authority Plan) on that growth. 

The inient is to refine activity ccntcr planning in conjunction with the dzvelopn~ml of an infill 
plan that will assist with prioritizing and focusing city resources. A key responsibility of the 
staff infill planncr, Rcbecca Ruopp, hired in the fall of 2005, is tllc dcvdopnlcnt of tkis in fill 
plan. Attachment 1 outlines steps associated with the Department's overall infill planning 
effort. 

Department of Urban Planning and Design Infill Planning Activities 

Ln its examination of activity centers, departmen1 staff is undeflahing the following tasks. 
These tasks are anticipated to be con~pleted by Fall 2006. 

1 .  Review and consider refinement of the General Plan "activity center" definition1, 
including subcategories uT activiiy centers (e.g., regional aclivity cmlm, cornrnunily- 
level activity centers), and prqaration of checklists with indicators for viable activi ty 
centers at each level (e.g., potmlial for pedeslrim and Wansit-oriented developmeni), 

I Thc GrneraiPlan Land USE Element, 2001, defines activity centers as areas that "promote a 
planned and integrated combination af commercial, office, entertainment, service, educational, 
employment. and residential uws within a locased area." 
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2. Prclinlinxy identification of established activity centers, emerging activit ics, and 
potential future activity centers based on the activity center criteria developed in Step 1 
above. 

The General Plan, 2001, includes activity center locations on its map entitled "Tucsol~'~ 
Generalized Distribution of Land Use Patterns." 

3. Review of existing conditions and plans, other city and regional planning initialives, and 
stakeholder input to identify potential constraints and opportunities for current activity 
center growth and new activity center development. 

Examples of existing plans and current planning initiatives that will be ccrnsidered are 
the General Plan; Neighborhood m d  h a  Plans; Regional Transportation Authority 
(RTA) Plan and the related City Corridor Studies, the Major Streets & Routes Plan, and 
the Urban Landscape Management Plan. 

11 will be important, for instance, to consider the relatio~lship of high volu~ne commuter 
routes as designated in the RTA Plan to growing and new activity centers. The advance 
C~rridor S~udies that thc City has comnlitted to undertaking if the RTA Plau j s approved 
hy voters this spring will provide an opportunity to conduct detailed planning for both 
nurlh-south and cast-west city corridors. Several of the corridors that will be studied 
include established or emerging activity centers, such as the Craycroft Corridor, which 
includes thc Tucson Medical Center; Speedway Boulevard, which includes the 
13nivm~ty of Arizoua area; and Oracle Road, which includes the Tucson Mall area. 

4. Refinement of S tep 2 activity center locations based on consrraints m d  opparh~nities 
identified in Step 3. 

5. Deve~opmentofpoliciesand~delines~toenhancecurrenlactivirycenlersandpro~r~otc 
ncw activity ccnters that will help meet co~llrnunity goals and objectives, such as 
pedestrian and transit oriented developmen!, ewnomic vitality, and conneciivily , while 
being sensitive to community and ueigl~horhood character. 

At (he April 51h P l m i a g  Conmission meeting. Rebecca Kuopp will make a presentation that 
provides more illustrative information. 



INFILL PLAN DEVELOPMENT TASKS 
as of 4/06 

Task Completed Task Underway Task Upcoming 

the Neighbarhood lnfill Coalition, develop infill planning tools, such as the Residential revision. Design Guidelines still 

d. Undertake a Drachman Institute retained as 
consultant. Jefferson Park first 

plans and planning Inltiatlves (e.g., General Plan, Strategic Plan, Neighborhood and Area 

nsportation Plan and related City Corridor Studies), and W stakeholder and 


